APACTS

ALLIANCE OF PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS FOR COMMUNITY-BASED THERAPY SERVICES

TERMS OF REFERENCE
Membership:

This Alliance includes representatives from the following professional associations:

Dietitians of Canada (DC) - Ontario Division)

Ontario Association of Social Workers (OASW)

Ontario Association of Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists (OSLA) 

Ontario Physiotherapy Association (OPA) 

Ontario Society of Occupational Therapists (OSOT)

Purpose: 

· To advance the roles of the therapy services related to the five (5) professional associations represented by APACTS whose members provide services through Community Care Access Centres (CCACs).  
· To collaboratively represent the mutual interests of the therapy services to the Ontario Association of Community Care Access Centres (OACCAC), the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care (MOHLTC) and other stakeholders identified by APACTS.
Accountability:

Each representative on the Alliance represents his/her respective association and is accountable within their organizational structure.  All decisions, correspondence or materials distributed on behalf of the Alliance of Professional Associations for Community-Based Therapy Services (APACTS) must receive unanimous approval of its members.  Any members who wish to proceed with decision, correspondence or distribute materials not unanimously approved by the members of this Alliance must do so under the auspices of their specific professional association.    

Functions:  

Functions of this group may include: 
· Liaising with the MOHLTC, CCACs and the OACCAC, as well as other stakeholders identified by the group;
· Developing a coordinated response on behalf of the member associations to the MOHLTC and/or appropriate stakeholder groups;
· Providing representatives to MOHLTC Task Forces or other stakeholder groups as is mutually agreed to be beneficial by the member associations;
· Providing educational materials/resources for the benefit of all member associations;
· Reviewing/researching trends in the community-based long-term care sector related to the practice of the members of each association;
· Keeping members of APACTS associations advised regarding activities and advocacy efforts via a regular electronic newsletter;
· Developing resource documents for use by external organizations, such as CCACs, to advance the role of the therapy services in community-based long-term care;
· Identifying key promotional and advocacy initiatives/opportunities within this sector;
· Any other activities as determined by the group to be of mutual interest to all member associations related to community-based long-term care.
Meetings:

The Alliance generally meets every 2 to 3 months, or as required.  The responsibilities of a Chairperson will be rotated according to an agreed upon schedule.  A recorder will be assigned at each meeting.

Chair

A chair will be appointed by Alliance members on a rotating basis and will assume the position for a two-year term.

Communications: 

Official communication will be circulated on letterhead with the name “Alliance of Professional Associations for Community-Based Therapy Services” at the top and each association’s name will be listed at the bottom of the page.  

An APACTS member, to be identified by the group biannually, will be designated as the APACTS contact person for external organizations and will receive and review correspondence on behalf of the Alliance; the Chair will notify all current stakeholders regarding the designated APACTS contact.
The Chairperson or their designate will sign correspondence on behalf of the Alliance.
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