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OCMA – APACTS continues to submit articles for publication in the Ontario Case Managers Association (OCMA) Newsletter.  A recent article entitled, “Working Collaboratively...Therapists – A Key Part of the Palliative Care Team”, highlights the role of the therapies as part of the palliative care team.  To access this article, visit www.apacts.ca.   
OSC – Representatives from the Osteoporosis Society of Canada (OSC), specifically the Ontario Osteoporosis Strategy, a partnership with the MOHLTC, attended an APACTS meeting in September 2005.  A strategy they are developing is aimed at improving the bone health of Ontarians and focuses on 50+ and older adults.  The strategy will attempt to prevent the initial acute phase of hospital admission from spontaneous fractures, which can lead to a downward spiral for patients.  The program called Break Through will have an educational component related to understanding and treating the disease, prevention, nutrition and exercise.  APACTS was approached as a stakeholder related to the work of the therapy professions with seniors.   We provided feedback, including a follow up letter, indicating that we welcome future collaboration on this initiative and stated our preparedness to provide expertise, in a consultative capacity, in the areas of prevention and management of osteoporosis.  We cautioned however against messages that equate 50+ adults with seniors because this could potentially alienate this demographic.   

APACTS is participating in a series of meetings led by the Ontario Association of CCACs (OACCAC) to prepare for the roll out of the new Request for Proposals (RFP) process.  Main concerns that have been communicated to the Ministry to date are related to the timing of the RFP roll out.  Specifically:


· The majority of therapy RFPs are within the first two years (2006 & 2007)

· The rigor of the proposed schedule may discourage full participation by therapy providers in the managed competition process

· A broad range of participants (i.e. small and large providers) in the RFP process may not be realized if too many RFPs are released for one group within the sector (e.g. therapies)

· The stabilization of health human resources, identified by Elinor Caplan in her report on the managed competition process, may be negatively impacted.



Each association within APACTS is currently reviewing the draft discipline-specific documents related to the draft new RFP template (developed by the OACCAC) with working-committee members.  APACTS will attend a meeting on December 13, 2005 to discuss these documents.  Please contact your association if you’re interested in participating in the review.

OCSA- Tony Pierro has been appointed as the new Executive Director of the Ontario Community Support Association (OCSA), replacing Joe McReynolds. Tony took on the duties of CEO effective November 2, 2005.  He comes from the Ontario Government's Results Office of Cabinet Office with over 20 years of management experience.

MOHLTC – John McKinley has been appointed Acting Assistant Deputy Minister of Community Health, which includes the Long-Term Care Program.  He is replacing George Zegarac who is assuming the position of Assistant Deputy Minister of Strategic Planning and Elementary/ Secondary Programs with the Ministry of Education.  Mr. McKinley has over 25 years of business experience with the Ministry, most recently as the Executive Director of Business Services.  APACTS will be writing to Mr. McKinley congratulating him on this appointment and introducing APACTS as community stakeholders. 
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